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REFLECTIONS 


Upon the ACT of the 


Glouceſter Common=-Council, &:. 


Here is nothing about which the world is more generall 
miſtaken, than in the falſe Notions it has of Greatneſs 
and Power, For thoſe commonly are eſteemed the moſt 
fortunate and mighty, that make their ſtrength the Law of 

Juſtice, that have Power to do miſchief, and cannot be called to an 
Account for it, and that by a boiſterous, irreſiſtible Fury dare to 
oppreſs others, withoutany fear of puniſhment in this world, or 
thoughts of it in the next. But this is a Greatneſs that more proper- 
ly belongs to Beaſts and Birds of prey,than either to men or Chriſtt- 
ans. If there be any truth in the Laws, or Attractives in the Exam- 
ple of our Bleſſed Lord and Saviour, thoſe ought to be eſteemed 
the only Heroick Spirits, who dare do their duty, though dangers 
attend it; who have that entire Command over their Inclinations, 
as not to be moved to any unchriſtian unſeemly paſſions, but with 
a Lamb-like meekneſs and patience can under the heavieſt oppreſli- 


ons and provocations abſolutely yield and ſubmit themſelvesro the 
A2 providence 


— — CG 4 —  — ——— 


— — —— ———_—_ —— —_—_—_y <p Es 
% 


rrere ES 


(2) 
providence of the Almighty, who judges righteouſly, and tries the 
reins and the heart, Jer. 11. 20. And finally, who can expreſs the 
moſt fervent charity to their bittereſt enemies, bleſſing thoſe that 
curſe them, obliging thoſe that revile them, and with the ſame ar- 
dent zeal praying for the Souls of their perſecutors, as rhey do for 
their own, 5 | | WA 

'Tis to be hoped that theſe Glouceſter Gentlemen, whatever paſ- 
ſions have of late clouded their Judgments, and like a falſe Optick 
repreſented thoſe objects to be of the ſame colour, as the Glaſs 
which they looked through, yet time has not confirmed, but leſſens 
ed and allayed their enmity againlt the Reverend Author of the 
Sermons concerning Offences , ( who I afſure you is neither the 
Author, Procurer or Publiſher of this Paper ;) and now the heat 
of their Anger is ſomewhat abated and the d.:g-days are ended, they 
will with 1ome cool and ſedate thoughts retleA upon the Order 
made by them Aug. 20. 1683. wherein they charged Dr Fowler 
in his Sermons, to countenance Sedition and Faction, and to 
Preach' things that tended to the diſturbance of well affe&ted 
men in their City ; and therefore whenever he Preached a: the 
*Carhedral Church, none of them would go thither with the Sword 
in their Formalities to hear him, but ro ſome other Church in 
the City to hear a Loyal Orthodox Divine, who was to be paid 
at the City Charges. 

T his Charge differs no more from what was imputed to Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles, than the late Aſſociation does from the Solemn 
League and Covenant. For our Blelſed Saviour was repreſented as an 
enemy unto Ceſar, John. 19. 12. And his Apoſtles after him, as 
peftilent Fellows, movers of Sedition, and ſuch as turned the world 
upſide down, for preaching down the Jewiſh and Pagan Idolatry and 
Superſtition, juſt as Dr. Fowler Countenances Sedition and Fattion 
by preaching down that which is Popiſh and Anti-Chriſtian. 

But is it ſo in very deed, that the 35 year of King Charles the 
ſecond is to evacuate the Law that was made in the 25 of his Reign? 
Then the wiſdom of his Majeſty with the advice of his great 
Council of Parliament, for preventing dangers which might happen from 


Popiſ 
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Popiſh Recuſants, made a Law that all Mayors, Aldermen, Sheriffs, 
Common-Council-Men, &c. were to undergo a uy ; wherein they 
were to declare their Belief that there is not any Tranſubftantiation 
in the Lords Supper,in the Elements of Bread and Wine, ator after the 
Conſecratioa thereof - ---»- And are Romiſh Emiſlaries leſs active 
and dangerous now, than they were ten years that are paſt? Had 
the Paprſts ever ſuch advantage againſt us ſince the Reformation, as 
is now given them in the late Conſpiracy by our SeCtaries and 
Demccratical Male-contents, 'who Stile themſelves Proteſtants, 
though they are as far trom being ſo, as the Apoſtate Spirits from 
being Angels of Light 2 Why then muſt that Clergy Man be voted 
Fadtious and Seditious, whole Sermons are no other than a Conkr- 
mation of the Truth of your Oaths, and who delivers no other 
Du#trine from the Pulpit, than what is ſolemnly ſworn by you in 
your < ourt ? E.ow ſhall dangers be prevented that may happen 
t.om Popiſh Recuſants,it Minittersare trecherous toth2 Souls ot the 
people, and forbear to fore-warn and antidote them againſt the 
pernicious Doctrins ot the Roman Cliurch 2 What will become of 
our Book of Homilies and Liturgy, it we mult undergo ſuch heavy 
Centures for preach.vg againit tue rebellious and novel pr:nciples 
of Papiſis? According io your vote, they mult both of them bz 
diſuſed in Churches; For all the Z/ay and $tubb/e, Errors and Su- 
perſtitions that make up the Romas Religion, are diſplayed and 
confuteJ in thoſe two venerable Volumes. For ſhame rhen, diſown 
your prejudices, and re&ify your miſtakes. What your paſſions 
moved youto una&t, let your more ſedate Judgments inci'e you 
( if not to abrogate, yet )to ſuppreſs. Do not by continuing in ſo 
ſtrange an indiſcretion, make your want of Charity to be as apparent 
as your want of Knowledge. 

But to come unto a more cloſe arguing-; The matter of. 
your Order ( which ſome, it not moſt in the Common Council, 
were againſt the very minute it was made, as we are inform- 
ed in” London ) is either true or falſe ; if falſe, you ought to re- 
tract and repent of it, and ro make the Reverend man Repara- 


jon for the injury and diſgrace you deſigned againſt him, If zrue,the 
Law. 
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'Law is open, let Deputies be impleaded, and the offender proceed- 


edagainſt with the utmoſt rigour and Severity. He is now actually 
polleſſed of ſome hundred pounds per Av. In Church-preferments ; 
and-the loſs of thoſe (which he dught to. ſuffer, if your Accufation 
be juſt ) would prevent the trouble and charge of having ſome other 
Loyal, Orthodox Divine to preach betore you, when heaſcends the 
Pulpit of the Cathedral, Nay to ſend him a begging together with 
his Wife and Children would be a puniſhment ſo adequately propor. 
tioned to his ſuppoſed Crimes, that it might ate the rage ot his moſt 
malicious enemies, and would infallibly incapacitate hum for ever 
Preaching Sermons amongſt you that countenanced Sedition and 
Fattion, neither would the we// affetted men of your City be any more 
diſturbed by his Harangues from the Pulpit, And you may be 
aſſured, rhat the main end that the Dotor propoſes to himſelf in 
the publication of his Sermons is not only to Vindicate his 
own Innocency, but to furniſh your zeal with matter to cake good 
your charge againſt him. And if you deſiſt from the proſecution 
of him, he and ſome others in the world will be apt to think, that 


either you areafraid and dare not, or miſtaken and cannot. For he 


can no more queſtion your want of will, than he does your want 
of prejudice againſt him. 

It may be hoped,if you will have ſomuch patience as to read over 
what he has offered you, with an attentive mind,though you may not 
beſo juſt as to acknowledge, yet you will be ſoingenuous as not ro 
perſevere in your enmity againſt him. Whether you will peruſe or 
burn them,is not very much valued, we preſume, by the Compoſer 
of them. You may be aſlured,that he has a clearer Innocence,than to 
be heQtored out of the performance ofhis duty. Thoſe are to be fo 
uſed by you, whoſe fears exceed their Integrity, and who for fear of 
loſing Yopular Applauſe dare nct preach down I'opular or Popiſh Er- 
rors,eſpecially when the Pulpit is ſurrounded with Threats and dan- 
gers. }f he could purchaſe his peace without betraying his truſt, no 
one would be more forward to court your Favour than _ late ex- 
ploded Preacher. Bur he well knows, that he tranſgreſſed no limits 


of his duty, and has only made you his enemies by telling you imparti- 
ally 
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ally the Truth ; but 'ris not the firſt time, that an Innocent man has 
rendred himfelfobnoxious to the hard Cenſures of thoſe, who have 
but a Superficial knowledge concerning him. You may be afſured 
that we in Loxdos cntertain other opinions of him, than you do at 
Glouceſter: St.Paul himſelf had laid on him at Phzlippi mas mays 
many Stripes; and yet at Melita he mer with -ToXAais munic, many 
honours, Atts. 16. 23. Atts. 28. 10, It ſeems the very Barbarians 
paid him a more venerable reſpect, than the poliſhed Citizens of 
'Philippi. And there are too many in this licentious Age, who 
make it their very buſineſs and pleature to defame Clergy men, 
and that either out of deſign to expoſe their Profeſſion, or to vail 
and extenuate their own wickedneſs, Neither is it poſſible for the 
moſt unſpotted Reputation to contend with Numerous Adverſaries, 
whoſe tongues are their own, who acknowledg vo Lord over them, 
and who are ſo habituated to calumnies, and Slanders, that (to uſe 
Lacians phraſe ) they are ever and anon caſting out as apdtas 
Preopnuuwy, whole Cart loads of Reproaches upon the good names of 
thoſe perſons, whoſe Doctrines or Lives are a Reproof to their vile- 
neſs and Immoralities. 

But when 'tis well conſidered,it will appear that one great reaſon 
of the Intemperance of mens Tongues 1n aſſaulting their Neigh- 
bours names, will be found to be a pragmatical intermeddling in 
their Buſineſs. A Fault, very epicemical in ſome places ; Where 
men ſtep out of their Spheres and Stations, and ſhoot their Bolts 
againſt their Governors in Church and State,as well as againſt men 
of a more retired condition, into whoſe concerns and Affairs, they 
have fo ſmall a knowledge and inſight, that if they paſs a right ſen- 
tence either upon their actions or diſcourſes, 'tis (like the blind mans 
hitting of the mark) owing rather to their Stars,then to their under- 
ſtanding. And 1 verily be'teve (Gentlemen) that the publication of 
his Sermons is as plain a demonſtration of the Incompetency 
of Vu gar and Mechanick Minds to judge of Pulpit diſcourſes, as 
any thing that for ſome years paſt has been expoſed to publick view. 
The Fate it has a'ready met with, has been 5 cruel and ſevere, that 
it has exceeded al the Rules of Reaſon, Charity and Civility. Fo. 

winds 
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winds were ſohigh and boiſlerous, that no mid-way was admitted 
to ſuppreſs private hatreds, or filence publick clamours. Now it 
ſeems to be a Requeſt equal and juſt, that we who are part of the 
London Clergy may be admitted as able Judges of Theological Di: 
courſes from the Pulpit, as any of you in your ſeveral Callings, thar 
live at Glouceſter. 1do not know any Divine, tho never ſo Loyal and 
Orthodox, that undertakes to inſtruct Tradeſmen how to mcaſure 
Tape, to make up pills, to brew Ale or Beer : Now the truth is, we 
Divines in London do verily believe, that Doctor Fowler is as able 
to make a Sermon. as any thop-Keeper is to ſell his goods; that it is 
as free from Fattion and Sedition, as any Drapers bei; cloth in G /ou- 
ceſter from Moths or rottenneſs. But who can help it, it there are 
Committees appointed for Religion at the 7olſey, as well as Weſt- 
minſter, and that a new ſor: of Triers are riſen up to paſs ſen- 
tence tipon Divintty, as well as Divines? Believe it Gentle- 
men, we ſhall never have peace either in C/«rch or State, till men 
fudy to he quiet and to do their own Buſme;s,40d avoid being Buſy bo- 
dies in other mens matters. 

If Edw. Fowler Dr.of Divinity wanted C:mpurgators, you ſhould 


: have ſome hundreds to teſtify thar they are tu'ly fatisfied he is as 
irreconcilable to Fanaticiſm,Strife and Contention,as he is to Pope 


or Debauchery. He truely abominates all things of theſe kinds. He 
knows alſo with what pathetick Arguments the Common Sav.our of 
us all does conjure us to mutual Charity & Love, He knows roo how 
his Apoſtle after him does wi h the moſt importunate Eloquence 
depreſs Contention and ſtrife, and make it to be a mark of a Carnal 
mind, quite inconſiſtent with the true Chriſtian Temperand Dif 

ſition. Now pray conſider, whether the prejudice you have againſt 
the worthy Doftoy, do not ariſe from falſe ſurmizes, and uncharita- 
ble miſconſtructions. It is not impoſſible but you may be miſtaken 
in his princip'es: Nay, 'tis certain you were fo, when you voted him 
to countenance Fattion & Sedition. And jea'ouſy and ſuſpicion are the 
Bane of Friendſhip and Love. And therefore, be prevailed with to 
ſuppreſs your Cenſures, till you better underſtand his merits. For 


he is not the firlt perſon whoſe name has been traduced = an 
| cre 
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deredinfamous by wanton and petulant Tongues ; and yet after- 
ward Providence has been plealed ſo todiſſipate all cloucs ot Calum- 
ny, as to bring forth his Righteouſneſs as the Light, and 1s Judgment 
as the Noon-day. Pray alſo conſider well, what an infinite Scandal it 
is to the Goſpzl of peace, and to the Church of England,that the Vii. 
niſters of Religion ſhould have the blackeſt characters fixci upon 
them, by thoſe that pretend friendſhip to the King and Church. 4nd 
therefore for Gods fie, and for your own ſouls ſake,donot tortify 
your hearts againſt theſe propoſals of Peace & Charity; do not create 
ſport and triumph for Gath and 4ſkelon, viz. For Komanand Setta- 
rian Synagogues, 

If this Advice be not embraced by you, I hope the good Dottor 
will receive the honour of your continued Enmity with a Joy pro- 
portioned to the vaſtneſs of its benefit. And perhaps one ot the beſt, 
Teſtimonies that a virtuous perfon can have of Gods love, is, that 
wicked and prophane men hate him. Neither is the ſatisfaction in- 
conſiderable, when we owe the evi!s we ſuffer rather to other mens 
malice,than to our own guilts,and that we ſuffer not as evil doers,but 
as Chriſtians.,This hots will make us feel not only comfort, 
but ſecurity in mens caufleſs enmity. What Effe& theſe perſuaſives 
may have upon you I know not ; But though you ſhould go on in 
vilifying his perſon, undervaluing his labours, and affaulting his Re 
putation, you will not fail,I dare promiſe for him,of the DoCtors cha- 
rity, in pitying your miſtakes, and praying unto God that he would 
forgive his Enemies, Perſecutors and Slanderers,& ſo turn their hearts 
in this world,that their Souls may be eternally ſaved in the next. 
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Late Scandalous QUERIES 


Offered to the 
Reverend Dean of Canterbury. 
This Impudent Libeller begins thus ; 


SIR, 
T your Preface hefore Biſhop Wilkins Sermon, you recommend Me 


derationto the world as a great wertue ; Wherefore 
- The 1ſt. Query s, Whether the greateſt Trimmer be the moſt 
vertuous man ? And if /o, 
2dly, Whether the Dean of Canterbury be not the moſt vertuous 
man in the whole World ? 


Reply. That Moderation, which the Apoſtle would have vows 
#0 all men, that has Integrity, Prudence, and Charity, for its conſtant 
B 2 Ingredieats, 
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Ingredients, will neyer ſuffer in the opinion of any wiſe man, be- 
caule. Fools give.it.a Nick-name ; and I hope will gain further 
Reputation, by. obſerving the brutifh Rage wherewith ſuch Li- 
bellers as. this oppoſe it, and what Poy/ov of A/ps 1s under the 
Toogues of thoſe thas traduce it. . | A EN 


2d. Query. Whether a-man born of Anabaptiſtical Parents, and 

who can be proved not to have beeu baptized at eight years of Ages 
can br ſuppoſed to be qualified to recerve Orders of the Church of 
England, and to be made Dean of one of the moſt Eminent Sees there- 
of, who has nothing to recommend him, but his ſpewing up the Engage- 
ment ? P ; . 
His roth'Qzery may be joyned to this, being of the ſame ſtrain, 
in theſe words, Whether or no the;ſaid Dean whom his Father call'd 
Jahnny, no otherwiſe than he nam'd Spaniel Tray, at eight years of 
Age, and cannot prove that he ever, ſince had water thrawn upon his 
Face, or the Sign of- the, Croſs mazht, -may*by vertwe of his Oreers, 
be judged a Chriſtian ? : &l} 

Reply. It is a Notorious. Falſhood, that either of the-Reverend 
Deans parents was Anabaptiſtical:- and it's fo far-from being poſ- 
ſible to.betrue that he was not baptized at eight years of Age,that 
proof ſhall be made, if there be occaſion, that.betore he was three 
weeks old, he was publickly baptized in the Pariſh Church where 
he was born. ( Which fully anſwers the 1oth Qzery allo: ') and 
who buta Malicious Fool would have objected the taking of the 
Ergagement by-a meer Freſhman? ( for fuch he was vvhen it was 
impoſed on, the. Univerſity of Cambridge) though 1 :now not that 
he.ever took it, but am certain, if he did not then, he never 
took it, 


gil Query, Whether ſuppoſing it can be proved that the ſaid Dean 


did in the .ate: 5 Preach expreſly againſt the Common 'Prayer in 
+, Maries Church iz Cambridge, and that he has never ce either 


by 
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by word dr ated contradifted that Sermon, he 'may no! reaſonably be 
faſpetied to'ber of the ſame Principle-ſtill'as h# was af that time 2. 
"rh :{* ; ? db WL 


Reply. will engage on the Deans belr'f, thatall His Preferments 
which this Libellep envies him, ſhall lye at*Þ5sMerty,' though his 
Merits never entitled him to any, it he can prove, that the Dean, 
who never preached any Sermon in Cambridge 'in his wh'tle I ife, 
has preach'd in St. Marzes there again(t the'Common” Prayer ; nay 
further, if he can prove ſo much as his preaching a8ainit it any 
where elſe : butI can prove he had a great zeil for "it' at '20 years 
of Age, notwithſtanding the Prejudices of his Education. | 


5th Query. Whether or no a man of his Conſtitution, who has 
run through ſo many Tryals, and is yet( alive ) with a ſafe Conſcience, 
may not at laſt be hoped to dye agood Muſſelman 2 


Reply. 1 ſhall only fay, That this ſorry Creature has met with 
one Tryal ( and he needs no more) to convince the World what 
Religion He's ambitious to dye in. 


6th. Query.” Whether or no the ſaid Dean defign'd the Tutereſt 
of tbe'( kurch of England, when he - preached a turn for Julian the 
Apoſtate,.to give him Leave to Anſwer Dr. H cks's Jovian 2? - 


Reply. This Inſinuation, thatthe Deans preaching in Southampton 
Chappel was deſign'd to ſerve Jalian in anſwering " Ai is as falfe 
as ſpightful, and.no leſsfilly ;.for-who canthink that the obliging 
of one with whom he had*»o- acquaintance, ſhould be his motive 
to give a Sermon to an o/d Acquaintance > And who can ſuſpe& 
that Sermon to have done diſſervice ro the Church of Fxg/and, 
which found ſo good and great Acceptance when it was. preached 
before the King ? 


7th. - Query. Whether or no it belongs to the Authority. and Office 
of a Dean of the Church of England to vindicate every Traytor that 
appears guilty of High Treaſon ! Reply. 
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"Reply. 1 will ask him a Queſtion, which when he dnfwers, he 
will anſwer himſelf,” viz, Whether it be not the Duty of every 
Dean to obey all S4-pena's ofany of his Majeſties Courts of Juſtice; 
and what this Rev. Dean did more amiſs upon this occaſion, than 
ſeveral Noble Lords, and other worthy perſons did, who are 


equally refleted on in this Query ? 


8th. Query. Whether or no the ſaid Dean did wel, in defacing 
the Altar piece - of his own Cathedral, for fear of offending tender 
Conſciences ? 


Reply. 1 do not underſtand (to uſe thoſe words of the laſt 
Query ) how it belongs to the office of a Dean to anſvver ſingly 
for Ats done by a whole Chapter : nor how making a thing more 
beautiful can be called defacing it; Nor laſtly, Why the Image of 
the Sun ſhould be contended for as the moſt proper Ornament for 
an Altar. But whatſoever others may do, I perceive thoſe that have 
»o Conſcience, are but little concerned at offending tawder Con- 


ſciences, 


gth. Query, What Opinion we ought to have of this Dean, who 
at two Solemn Funerals | 2x rage the ſame Sermon ; Firſt for a brows 
Loyal Church of England may, and afterwards for a Fanatick Preacher? 


Reply. There is-no more conformable Church of England man, 
than Mr. Gouge was ( whom he calls a Fanatick Preacher ) as far 
as he was obliged to befo in a private capacity, and no -man did 
everdechare a-more hearty Abhorrenee of Schiſm and Separation ; 
nay this his Fanatiet' Preacher was a Licenſ'd Preacher, though he 
had no Cure; and few Perſons of moreexemplary Piety and Chari 

adorn'd the Age, thanthe-man whom he brands with this odrous 
Charatter. Mr. L'eſtrange in his Obſervator, publiſh'd ſome few 
days after his Death, beſtowed upon him a oſt honoxrable Cha- 
rater ; and *no'man,' but one of this Libeller's (profligate :Con- 
*jence, would have thus-impudently aſperſed his Memory. 


The 
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The oth. Query was ſet down and accounted for betore, 


11th, Query. Whether or no the ſaid Dean would not make a good 
Dean of Bray ? 


Reply. Whether had not this 4/s better never have brayed againſt 
the good Dean ? 


12th, Query. What Religion ts to be underſtood by the Proteſtant 
Religion ? 


Reply. It is that Primitive Chriſtianity, which thou ha{t neither 
wiſdom to underſtand, nor Grace to own. 


Le ____wwwwwww—_ ee ee eg 


The Reader of this may be aſſured, that the Revercnd Dean is 


wholly a ſtranger to this paper, and his pardon is begg'd for 
publiſhing it without his Knowledge. 


FINTS. 


